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On February 12, 2005, History-
WORKS hosted a book launch 
and talk for Professor Nikki 
Taylor, of Vassar College in 
Poughkeepsie, New York.  Pro-
fessor Taylor’s new book, Fron-
tiers of Freedom: Cincinnati’s 
Black Community, 1802-1868 , 
chronicles the evolution of Ohio 
and its Free Black population 
from the beginnings of Ohio 
statehood thru the ratification 
of the United States Constitu-
tion’s Fourteenth Amendment.   

Her discussion explored the 
southern origins of Ohio’s early 
Black community, and its Un-
derground Railroad activities.  
HistoryWORKS teachers stud-

ied a primary source left by a 
Nineteenth Century Ohioan in 
preparation for Professor Tay-
lor’s visit ( His Promised Land: 
The Autobiography of John P. 
Parker, Former Slave and Con-
ductor on the Underground Rail-
road).  John P. Parker was an 
active conductor in Ripley, Ohio. 

****************************** 

Wilbur H. Siebert undertook his 
seminal study of the Under-
ground Railroad while on faculty 
at The Ohio State University, 
Department of History (1891-
1935).  The Siebert  Collection is 
available to researchers at the 
Ohio Historical Society archives.   

HistoryWORKS Launches Professor Nikki Taylor’s 
New Book, “Frontiers of Freedom” 
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HistoryWORKS was visited by 
Professor Leslie Alexander, of 
The Ohio State University’s De-
partment of History on April 
30, 2005.  Professor Alexander 
led us in an insightful discus-
sion on the revivalist origins 
and perfectionist impulses of 
Nineteenth Century Social Re-
form Movements. 

The primary text for this meet-
ing was Ann Braude’s Radical 
Spirits: Spiritualism and 
Women’s Rights in Nineteenth 
Century America .  Using this 
reading, HistoryWORKS teach-
ers explored the intersections of 
the Second Great Awakening, 
Women’s Rights, Abolition, 
Food Reform, and Utopian 

Communities in the years lead-
ing up to the Civil War.   

HistoryWORKS Teaching Fellow 
Eric East, of Fort Hayes MEC, 
led the session’s interactive, 
pedagogy segment.  This teach-
ing demonstration linked Nine-
teenth Century Perfectionism to 
Twentieth Century Progressiv-
ism vis-à-vis comparative reform 
movements.   

******************************
Students from Fort Hayes MEC 
created the items used by      
HistoryWORKS teachers in 
their “Temperance Song & 
Rally” that followed Professor 
Alexander’s lecture. 

“History(WORKS) and Utopia:” Professor Leslie 
Alexander, Graham Crackers, and Social Reform 
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Faculty Lecturers  

Leslie Alexander, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Kevin Boyle, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Steven Conn, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Saul Cornell, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Peter Hahn, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Hasan Jeffries, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Nikki Taylor, Ph.D. 

Vassar College 
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Faculty Mentors  

Leslie Alexander, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

M. Les Benedict, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

William Childs, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Kenneth Goings, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Peter Hahn, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

Warren Van Tine, Ph.D. 

The Ohio State University 

 



In one of the strongest showings 
for Columbus Public Schools re-
cently, Whetstone High School 
swept both the Senior Group Per-
formance and the Senior Group 
Exhibits categories at the Na-
tional History Day, District 6 com-
petition at the Ohio Historical 
Center Saturday, March 12, 2005.   

Under the direction of History 
WORKS Teaching Fellow, Jenni-
fer La Place , two dramas, Hostile 
Comm: Japan Declares War 
(Brandon Woods, Chris Caputo 
and Will Blatcher) and Silence in 
Cinema: Charlie Chaplin  (Kara 
Retro, Kari Atwood, Kelly 
Grannan, and Jane Wetherholt) 
placed first and second.  Whet-
stone students also took the top 
five spots in the exhibits category 
with 1) AIDS in Third World 
Countries  (Kayla Camstra, Made-
line Foster, Maggie Hundsdren), 
2) Mahatma Gandhi  (Matt Turtle, 
Sara Walker, Alexandra Goree-
Davies, Kaitlyn Gassen and 
Megan Gordon) 3) Communicating 
the Hate: Propaganda in Nazi 
Germany  (Kirsten Hardesty, 
Mathew Wilson, Molly Niswan-
der), 4) Apartheid to Democracy  
(Brittany Savko, Corrie Bogart, 
Andrea Portier) and 5) The 

Emerging Voice from the Ghetto  
(Brett Patrick, Phillip Schulte-
Hordelhoff, Anastasia Triplette, 
Megan Trimble). 

Each of these finalists won the op-
portunity to compete in the state 
level competition held May 14, 
2005, at the Ohio Union on The 
Ohio State University Campus.   

In all, Columbus Public Schools  had 85 
students participating in this year’s Na-
tional History Day, District 6 Competi-
tion.  HistoryWORKS teachers were 
well represented among this group, with 
Yolanda Brown (Medina MS), Nancy 
Clendenen (Spanish Immersion Pro-
gram), and the aforementioned Jennifer 
La Place (Whetstone HS) each advising 
student projects from their respective 
schools.   

Columbus Public Schools will be repre-
sented at the National History Day Com-
petition, to be held June 12-16, 2005 at 
the University of Maryland, College 
Park by Independence High School sen-
ior Daniel Rudary.  Daniel is a finalist in 
the Senior Historical Paper category for 
his project entitled “Shakespeare: Reli-
gious and Political Context.”   

For more information about Na-
tional History Day, visit the com-
p e t i t i o n  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.nationalhistoryday.com  
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2004-2005 Teaching  

Participants  

Karen  Baker 

Yolanda  Brown 

Jewel  Burnett 

Stephanie Carver 

Cassandra Daniels 

Sandra Finneran 

Mary  Flanagan-Soulen 

Sharon Frye 

Leslee Gantner 

Freda Hanf 

James Hill 

Elise Hillis 

John Hogston 

Willa Jackson 

Cynthia Jones 

Sean Leavy 

Deborah Matan 

Charlene McChesney 

Johnny Merry 

Jean Mooney 

Rebecca Ondo 

Dave  O'Reilly 

Jessica Pierce 

Byrd Prillerman IV 

Kelley Rasberry 

Angela Stacey-Gorslene 

Michelle Stone 

Matthew Thomas 

 

2005 National History Day 
Competition  



John was born in Zanesville, Ohio, where 
he graduated from Maysville High School 
and entered the Zanesville Branch of Ohio 
University in 1970. Two years later, John 
married his wife, Donna, and moved to 
Columbus where he worked for the Big 
Bear Stores Company in their meat cutter 
apprenticeship program.  He becoming a 
journeyman meat cutter, remaining in the 
retail meat industry until 2000. 

During this period, John enrolled at Otter-
bein College to pursue a bachelor's degree 
and certification to teach secondary social 
studies.  While at Otterbein he was active 
in Phi Alpha Theta and was a student 
advisor to the History/Political Science 
Department. John graduated magna cum 
laude in 2000 and was hired by Columbus 
Public Schools to teach social studies at 
the Franklin County Juvenile Detention 
Center.  He now teaches 9th Grade US 

Studies at Walnut Ridge High School.  John 
and Donna have three children, all products 
of Columbus Public Schools. 

Meet Our Teaching Fellows: John Bowers 

Walnut Ridge High School 
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Core Theme Highlight: Turning Points; The 
Constitute and American Democratic Institutions 

This theme incorporates both an 
overview of American constitu-
tional history and an opportunity 
to study important themes and 
events in greater detail. Partici-
pants learn about the historical 
context of the Constitutional 
Convention and subsequent 
changes to the Constitution, im-
portant court cases, and the Ohio 
reaction to these developments. 

"Turning Points" includes such top-
ics as the Bill of Rights, the 1812 
Ohio Constitution, the Reconstruc-
tion-era amendments, and Supreme 
Court rulings such as Muller v. Ore-
gon, Brown v. Board of Education , 
and Roe v. Wade. 

Core Theme Faculty Mentor: 

M. Les Benedict, Ph.D.-The Ohio 
State University, Department of 
History 

Teaching Participants  

(Continued)  

Marvin Straughter   

Matthew Thomas 

Jason Tubbs 

Derick Vickroy 

Jim Worden 

Clayton Wrighter 

 

Teaching Fellows  

John Bowers 

Walnut Ridge High School 

Matt Doran 

Independence High School 

Eric East 

Fort Hayes Alternative High 
School 

Kim Kile 

Sherwood Middle School 

Jennifer La Place 

Whetstone High School 

Jenny Plemel 

Northland High School 

Michelle Stasa 

West High School 

 

 

 

 

 

John Bowers and Deb Matan lead HistoryWORKS 
Teachers in a Temperance Song from the 1920s. 



For More Information Contact Us At: 

History Teaching Institute 207D Dulles Hall 

230 W. 17th Ave. Columbus, OH 43210 

(614) 292-0159 historyworks@osu.edu 

 

We would like to Thank the Following Schools for Pa rticipating: Buckeye Middle 
School, Medina Middle School, Linmoor Middle School , Indianola Middle School, Franklin Al-
ternative Middle School, JDC– Neil Ave. Center, She rwood Middle School, Linden McKinley 
High School, North Welcome Center, Mifflin Internat ional Middle School, North Education 
Center High School, Brookhaven High School, Centenn ial High School, Columbus Africentric 
High School, Independence High School, Whetstone Hi gh School, Fort Hayes, Ridgeview Middle 
School, Northland High School, Eastmoor Middle Scho ol, Walnut Ridge High School, Woodward 
Park Middle School, South High School Urban Academy , Barrett Urban Academy, West High 
School, Marion-Franklin High School, and Mifflin Hi gh School. 

HistoryWORKS Summer Institute 2005 

“We’re Making History…” 

http://www.historyworksohio.org 

HistoryALIVE! Level I & II Training  

Who:  

Teachers Curriculum Institute 

Where:  

Northgate Education Center, Rooms D&G 

When:  

June 13-17, 2005 

8:30A-3:30P 

HistoryWORKS Content Week  

Who: 

Professor Steve Conn, Director of Public His-
tory at The Ohio State University, Depart-
ment of History 

Professor Lucy Caswell Curator at The Ohio 
State University, Cartoon Research Library 

Professor Mark Grimsley, The Ohio State 
University, Department of History 

Professor Margaret Newell, The Ohio State 
University, Department of History 

HistoryWORKS Content Week (Cont’d)  

What: 

The United States: Liberal Democracy, In-
dustrial Revolution, and Overseas Empires 

Where: 

Ohio Historical Society, 1st Floor Classrooms 

When: 

June 21-24, 2005 

9:00A-3:00P 

Texts: 

Cartoons and Ethnicity  from “The 1992 Festi-
val of Cartoon Art.”  The Ohio State Univer-
sity Libraries, 1992. 

 

Perry, Jr., Ernest L. (Editor). Retrieving the 
American Past: A Customized US History 
Reader. Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing, 
2005. 

Tour of Historic Columbus  

Friday, June 24, 2005 @ 8:30A 
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